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Principal Social Contradictions, Common Prosperity, and Social Construction

Wang Xiaozhang
(School of Public Administration, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, P.R.China)

Abstract: The evolution of the principal contradictions facing Chinese society logically implies a de-
velopment strategy of “common prosperity”, which, in terms of the state of economic and social de-
velopment, should be a state of development that is both adequate and balanced. The purpose of so-
cial construction is to contribute to common prosperity by promoting a reasonable sharing of the a-
chievements of development and to meet the desire of the general public for pursuing a better life.
Given that social development lags behind economic development as a concentrated expression of
China’s “unbalanced” development, social construction now has a dual significance for “common
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prosperity”. The “rationale” for the “reasonable sharing” of the achievements of development em-
phasized by social construction consists of two aspects; firstly, the enjoying of the achievements
must be linked to the bearing of the costs; secondly, every member of society maintains the needs of
normal life of human beings, which is usually reflected in universal and equal basic social rights in
modern society. The ethical premise of “sharing” is “co-construction”, the de facto premise of “sha-
ring” is “co-rule”, and only through co-construction and co-rule can common prosperity be achieved.

Keywords: Principal social contradiction; Common prosperity; Social construction; Co-construction;

Co-governance
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