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The Legal Methods in the Age of Codification
—Report on the Research of Legal Methodology in China (2019—2021)

Sun Guangning Hou Xiaoyan
(Law school, Shandong University at Weihai, Weihai 264209, P.R.China)

Abstract: The Civil Code started the process of codification in China, and also had an important im-
pact on the study of legal methodology, which has begun to appear in the research results of the past
three years. The research on legal dogmatics and legal thinking is less affected by the process of codi-
fication, and continues to form effective support for adjudication theory, which contains more re-
views and reflections at the same time. As to the legal methods, the method of legal discovery, with
the new provisions of Article 10 of the Civil Code as a beginning, deeply excavates and expands the
legal sources; the research on methods of legal interpretation pays more attention to purposive inter-
pretation and systematic interpretation: the former is trying to find determining factors, and the lat-
ter coordinates the relationship between many provisions of the Code; judicial presumptions in the
method of legal reasoning also operate based on the corresponding provisions in the Civil Code; the
method of supplementing loopholes focuses on some deficiencies left over after the operation of the
Civil Code; the method of balancing interests relies on the concept of legal interest has received more
attention in criminal law. Among the legal methods of departmental law, the research on the imple-
mentation of the Civil Code is the most abundant, which also has a diffuse impact on other depart-
mental laws and their codification process. Research on legal methodology should continue to be
deeply involved in the codification process.

Keywords: Civil Code; Codification; Legal methodology; Legal interpretation; Legal reasoning;

Loophole supplementation; Interest balance
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