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The Principle of General Liability in Environmental Law

and Its Requirement for Litigation System

Xu XiangMin Fu YanYan
(Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, P. R. China;
Law School, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, P. R. China)

Abstract; The principle of general liability is one of the basic principles in China’s current
environmental protection law, and it is also a basic principle consistently implemented in China’s

“right of environmental protection supervision” granted by law to

environmental law. The
individuals and units who are the subjects of general liability belongs to the right to perform the
duty. The right to perform the duty, like all other rights, requires legal “relief”. “Environmental
supervision right”, which is a noble right, needs to be set up with an achievement incentive, and the
goal of its subject of right can be achieved through the supervision of environmental protection by
litigation. In the existing laws of our country, one of the avenues to realize the relief of “the right of
environmental protection supervision” and to provide the achievement incentive for the exercise of
this “noble right” is to dock the reporting right with the litigation right, and to establish the system
of citizen reporting and litigation. In section 2 of article 57 of the environmental protection law,it is
an option to open a single channel for prosecution on reporting to environmental management
authorities.

Keywords: The principle of general liability; The right of environmental protection supervision; The

right to perform the duty; Citizen prosecution lawsuit
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