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Role-playing, Field-switching and the Third Distribution: With a Comment

on the Sharing Economy as the Third Distribution in a Broad Sense

Wang Ning
(School of Sociology &. Anthropology, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, P.R.China)

Abstract: The literature on the third distribution usually takes it as public charity and limits its func-
tion to the economic function of income distribution, which neither enumerates all forms of resource
distributions in which society plays a leading role, nor pays full attention to its social functions be-
sides economic functions. This paper tries to broaden both the connotation and denotation of “the
third distribution”, reveals its social function., and distinguishes it between a narrow sense and a
broad sense. The third distribution in a narrow sense refers to public charity only, whereas in a
broad sense it includes more forms of resource distributions such as public charity, resource distri-
bution based on Guanxi (Relationships), and the sharing economy. Based on a theoretical analysis of
role-playing, field-switching and field-mixing, the paper analyses the social functions of the third
distribution.

Keywords: The third distribution; Resource distribution relations; Public charity; Resource distri-

bution based on Guanxi (Relationships); Sharing economy
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