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Local Governance of Artificial Intelligence Technology from the Perspective

of Marx’s “Fragment on Machines”

Xu Yuan
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing Institute of Technology , Beijing 100081, P.R.China)

Abstract: The understanding of Marx’s “Fragment on Machines” fully illustrates the position of ma-
chines in labor practice, which provides a useful theoretical support for understanding the develop-
ment and social application of artificial intelligence and other high-technology. Artificial intelligence
promotes the development of social productive forces, produces a new type of social production rela-
tions, and forms a micro-power network through social construction in its labor practice. Some cur-
rently widely discussed issues, including Al standards, Al ethics, Ai risks, and even the develop-
ment of Al technology itself, are closely related to the social construction of technology in labor
practice. For the possible problems of unbalanced development and technology alienation, they
should be solved under the guidance of Marxist view of science and technology, based on the local
characteristics of technology application, and through the coordinated development of system con-
struction and labor practice.

Keywords: Marx’s view of science and technology; Fragment on Machines; Artificial intelligence;

Technology governance
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