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The Approaches and Significance of the Construction of Confucian Classics Hermeneutics

Wang Huiru Fu Yongjun
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Furen University, Xinbei 242304, Taiwan of China;
Center for Chinese Hermeneutics and School of Philosophy and Social Development,

Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China)

Abstract: The Confucian classics studies is closely related to that of Confucian classics exegesis. In
modern academic perspective, the history of Confucian classics studies is also a history to do exegesis
on these Confucian classics. Therefore, to construct the history of Confucian Classics exegesis, we
must primarily clarify the historical development of Confucian classics studies, which means we
should reconstruct the history of Confucian classics studies with modern hermeneutical narration
instead of the traditional narration of philosophical history. Therefore, taking the time frame as the
axis, the diachronic transformation of Confucian classics studies can be divided into five periods: the
enlightenment period of pre-Qin classics, the prosperous period of the two Han classics, the
continuation and inheritance period of Sui and Tang classics, the transformation period of Song and
Ming classics, and the integration period of Qing classics. The reconstruction of the Confucian
classic interpretation history shows that the Exegesis of the Confucian classics follows the principle
of “Honoring the Classics”, pursues the universal purpose of “reading the Confucian classics for a
clear understanding of Dao” and “Substance and Function sharing the same origin” and finally
embodies textual research? and rational interpretation, which corresponds roughly to technical
hermeneutics and philosophical hermeneutics in modern hermeneutics. Historically, the Confucian classics
exegesis focuses on the annotation of classics and the creation of thoughts, but it pays little attention to the
pre-condition of understanding of the classical interpretation. So, the research on Confucian classics exegesis
should be transformed into the perspective and modern hermeneutics - “why the understanding is possible”.
This is the modernity transformation to tracing back the origin and exploring the new ideas.

Keywords: The history of Confucian classics studies; Confucian; Classics interpretation; The history

of hermeneutics; Hermeneutics of classics
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