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Economics of Technology Transfer: A Study based on 70 Years of Development of China

Wu Changqgi Liu Xiaoxi Tu Zheng
(Guanghua School of Management, Peking University, Beijing 100871 and
School of Management, Shandong University, Jinan, 250100, P. R. China;
Guanghua School of Management, Peking University, Beijing 100871, P. R. China;
Institution of Information Science, China Electronics Technology Group Corporation,
Beijing 100086, P. R. China)

Abstract: International technology transfer plays a critical role in accelerating the social and econom-
ic development since the establishment of the People’s Republic China 70 years ago. To better sum-
marize the experiences in policy formulation and implementation of international technology transfer,
we divide the entire 70 years into five periods: (1) external technological aid, (2) equipment impor-
tation, (3) absorption of external technology, (4) massive technology transfer, (5) indigenous in-
novation and two-way technology transfer. The basic characteristics, policy orientation, and major
achievements in each period are reviewed and discussed. That allows us to gain a better understand-
ing of the contributions of technology transfer in China’s economic development. In the new era, re-
lationship between international technology transfer and indigenous innovation and combination be-
tween technology transfer and intellectual property protection are also discussed.
Keywords: International technology transfer; Technology importation; Science and technology poli-
cy; China
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