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Towards Common Prosperity: The Logic of Change and the Way Forward for
Extreme Poverty Aid System in China

Lei Xiaokang Chen Zepeng
(School of Public Administration, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, P.R.China)

Abstract: As a social security system that directly provides cash support and service assistance to people
living in extreme poverty in urban and rural areas, extreme poverty aid system is an indispensable and
basic institutional arrangement that facilitates people’s well-being and guarantees their basic needs in the
process of embarking on the road to common prosperity. From the perspective of the subject responsible
for the system, extreme poverty aid system in China has undergone a transformation from collective
support to state support. At the stage of collective support, to change the backward situation starting
from scratch, collective organizations are assumed to shoulder the main responsibility of providing
support for people in extreme poverty. Besides that, the way to assume responsibility has obvious
characteristics of community mutual aid. This mutual support model has guaranteed the basic needs of
the people in extreme poverty in the difficult period of the country, which is benefited from the cultural
value foundation laid by the deep integration of traditional moral values and collectivist culture in China
that makes the mutual support model show strong adaptability, resilience, and stability. At the stage of
national state support, with the strengthening of the state’s financial strength and the improvement of its
governance capacity, the country has gradually established and improved the model of subsistence
allowance support, and the people in extreme poverty has gradually received all-round protection by the
country, which is the requirement and embodiment of performing the state’ s standard functions,
absorbing the idea of social contract, and building a service-oriented government. Entering a new stage
of embarking on the journey towards common prosperity, as a measure to improve the income-increasing
ability and social welfare level of vulnerable groups in society, the extreme poverty aid system is an
important grip to make great strides towards common prosperity. Therefore, the strategic deployment of
this system should be embedded in the overall framework of common prosperity, a collaborative support
model should be established, and the specific responsibilities of each collaborative body should be
clarified. It should be ensured that the people living in extreme poverty share the achievement of high-
quality development and improve their quality of life by taking advantage of the collaborative advantages
of multiple bodies.

Keywords: Extreme poverty aid system; Common prosperity; Collective support; State support;

Collaborative advantages
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