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The New Challenges to Space Security and Its Legal Regime

Li Shouping
(School of Law, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, P.R.China)

Abstract; With the development of space technology and space activities, military use of outer space
by mankind and space debris and construction of microsatellites constellations are the main threats to
space security. The existing international law established the legal regime on limitation to military
use of outer space and space debris mitigation. But it hasn’t provided direct regulations on active re-
moval of space debris, construction of microsatellites constellations and sharing of information on
space activities. The existing international law is not enough for prevention arms race in outer space.
International community has been working hard to establish a legal regime on space security under
the UN general assembly and Geneva Conference on Disarmament, but they haven’t made progress.
In order to safeguard space security, international community shall establish a series of legal regimes
on mitigation and active removal of space debris, sharing and informing of space information, pre-
vention of the placement of weapons in outer space and threats and use of force against space ob-
jects, prevention of deforcing orbit and frequency in the construction of microsatellite constellation.
Keywords: Space security; Space debris; Weaponization in outer space; Arms race in outer space;

Microsatellites constellations
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