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Promoting National Identity Through Cultural Festivals:

Macau Narrative and Organizational Strategy

Zhang Tao
(Faculty of International Tourism and Management, City University of Macau, Macau 999078, P.R.China)

Abstract: National identity has not only been a dominant factor of personal perceptions, but also piv-
otal to the fortunes of modern states. Cultural festivals vividly display national life, promote national
culture and mold the national brand, which play an irreplaceable role in building, restoring or pro-
moting the national identity, especially the national identity of former colonies. This paper, taking
the Macau International Parade as an example, analyses how cultural festivals promote the national
identity of residents of former colonies to their mother country from the perspective of time and
space evolution. The research shows that the Macau International Parade has experienced three sta-
ges: creating atmosphere to celebrate its return to China, using drama celebration to strengthen na-
tional identity, and promoting national identity by festival branding. It not only displays the Chinese
and foreign culture in many ways, promotes the national identity, but also closely follows the devel-
oping theme of China, which matches the national development strategy. As cultural festivals resur-
ging after Covid-19, there are three strategies for successful holding of cultural festivals and increas-
ing national identity. The first is to combine inward-oriented and outward-oriented internationaliza-
tion of festival. The second is to combine cultural heritage with contemporary developing theme of
China. The third is to combine government platform-building and participants’ fun-sharing.

Keywords: National identity; Cultural festival; Macau International Parade
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