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Chinese Court System Modernization and Judicial Reforms

Zuo Weimin Lin Jianxing
(Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207, P.R.China)

Abstract: Chinese modernization is a comprehensive advancement encompassing economic,
political, cultural, social, and ecological domains, which has profoundly shaped China’ s judicial
practices. The modernization of the court system is a pivotal component of judicial reforms. Since
the late Qing Dynasty’s legal reforms, China has drawn upon experiences of other countries to build
and develop its court system, with the evolution of the court system essentially representing its
modernization process. From a historical perspective, this modernization can be divided into two
phases: the old-style court system modernization and the Chinese court system modernization.

The old-style court system modernization emerged during China’s early modernization period,
influenced by institutional transformations and social ideologies. It aimed to pursue adjudicative
autonomy, explore diverse court functions, establish an orderly court system, recruit professional
judicial personnel, and develop preliminary litigation procedures. However, this approach was
fundamentally a transplantation of Western court systems that lacked practical applicability. Western
judicial frameworks were imported with insufficient localization, inadequate attention to China’ s
legal resources, and value objectives, fundamental institutions, and specific practices that were
incompatible with China’s national conditions. This serves as a critical historical lesson.

The Chinese court system modernization is an essential subsystem of the Chinese modernization
led by the Communist Party of China (CPC). It fundamentally began with the establishment of the
People’ s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949. In the period of socialist revolution and construction,
the Chinese court system modernization underwent initial exploration and development. Throughout
the new period of reform, opening-up, and socialist modernization, it experienced rapid
development. Since the 18th National Congress of the CPC, the Chinese court system modernization
has entered a phase of comprehensive innovative development.

Fundamentally oriented toward aligning with China’ s realities and meeting its needs, this
modernization has consistently been grounded in China’s political and legal order. It continuously
balances judicial power and judicial administrative affairs management power while pursuing a
harmonious blend of judicial professionalism and the people’ s nature of judicial system. The
approach has cultivated a distinctive character that attaches great importance to China’ s judicial
practice, while critically assimilating foreign judicial knowledge. The PRC has consistently promoted
the Chinese court system modernization through judicial reforms. In the future, the approach should
fully leverage the advantages of combining top-level design with local pilot reforms. Efforts should
focus on enhancing the systematicity, plannability, and innovativeness of reforms to continuously
advance and refine the Chinese court system modernization through in-depth judicial reforms.
Keywords: Chinese modernization; Judicial modernization; Court system; Judicial reforms; Top-

level design
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