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Discipline Renewal and New Liberal Arts Construction from the Perspective

of Post-Professionalism

Zhao Junfang
(Institute of Higher Education, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, P.R.China)

Abstract: If we regard the construction of new liberal arts as a generalized discipline renewal move-
ment, we must examine it in the special context of the interaction between professionalism and post-
professionalism. In the process of university discipline development, the in-depth development of
disciplines and majors can certainly form a professional and theoretical academic system, which ena-
bles unprecedented expansion of scientific research and personnel training, but there are also existing
theoretical paradigms that follow the existing thinking framework and lack of timely update,
forming “discipline barriers” and serious solidification of majors, which has produced a significant
retardation effect on the development of university disciplines and majors. In this sense, the post-
professionalism point of view attempts to break the limitations, compartmentalization and solidifica-
tion of disciplines under the premise of affirming the existence of the professional system and strives
to implement “cultural structural reforms” based on the inherent shackles of disciplines, to find new
opportunity, it is necessary to build an innovative mechanism for academic research and talent train-
ing that transcends the disciplinary system. It is under the above background that post-professional-
ism, which has appeared as a corrector of professionalism, plays an important role in the renewal
and development of disciplines and provides many important inspirations for the development of the
new liberal arts.

Keywords: Professionalism; Post-professionalism; Discipline renewal; Construction of new liberal arts
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