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The Road of Technicism and the Development of Traditional Liberal Arts

Zhang Fugui
(Jilin University, Changchun 130012, P.R.China)

Abstract: The construction of “new liberal arts” should include two ways of thinking. One is “liberal
arts as a new discipline” and the other is “a noval rising of liberal arts”. The former is to create and
form new liberal arts majors or directions from the perspective of “interdisciplinary”; The latter is to
rethink and adjust the development direction of the existing liberal arts from the perspective of its
own traditional development. “New liberal arts” is not simply the expansion and integration of new
knowledge, new technology and new methods. Its most fundamental thing is to update the concept
of discipline, innovate academic ideas and cultivate new talents. “The noval rising of liberal arts” re-
fers to that the self-innovation and reflection of liberal arts, especially the traditional basic liberal
arts, achieve the linear development of liberal arts by integrating new technology. Since the Renais-
sance and the ideological enlightenment, the great changes of human civilization are almost always
guided by the new technological revolution, and every time the tide strikes, it is mostly the humani-
ties that pay homage to and draw close to technology, and try their best to claim share and seek
space. “Breaking the discipline boundary” does not mean eliminating the discipline attribute. Integra-
tion should be based on “me”, so as to strengthen the function and value of humanities. For some
traditional basic liberal arts, it should not eagerly pursue to be “new”, but to think about how to
maintain “old”, and even how to return to tradition and origin. At the same time, we should consid-
er the construction of “new liberal arts”, “new engineering”, “new agriculture” and “new medicine”
as a whole, and think about the new development after the integration of various new disciplines.

Keywords: New liberal arts; “Liberal arts as a new discipline”; “A novel rising of liberal arts”;

Technicism; Origin classic
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