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An Analysis of the Methodological System of Planning and Advancing Reform
With a Focus on “Put the People First”

Lin Xueqi
(Contemporary Chinese Marxism Research Base, Party School of the Shandong Provincial
Committee of the CPC (Shandong Academy of Governance), Jinan 250103, P.R.China)

Abstract: The Third Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) established “adhering to a people-centered approach” as a fundamental principle for
further deepening reform comprehensively. This reaffirms the CPC’ s longstanding value of “put the
people first.” Since the 18th National Congress of the CPC, the Party Central Committee with
Comrade Xi Jinping at its core has consistently adhered to “put the people first” in planning and
advancing reforms, positioning “promoting social equity and justice and enhancing people’ s well-
being” as both the starting point and ultimate goal of deepening reform comprehensively and
advancing Chinese modernization. “Put the people first” is a valuable experience developed by the
CPC over more than a century of exploring Chinese modernization. Guided by Marxist theory and
rooted in the mission of seeking happiness for the Chinese people and rejuvenation for the Chinese
nation, this principle is grounded in the Marxist concept of the people as the main subject. It inherits
the people-oriented view of Marxism adapted to the Chinese context and the needs of our times,
exemplifying the people-centered features of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era. The CPC has creatively developed the Marxist concept of human
liberation, systematically expounded on the principle of “put the people first” , and explored a
comprehensive methodological system for planning and advancing reform adhering to this principle.
This system consistently uses theoretical guidance as the foundation for action, strategic
considerations as the driving force, institutional construction as a strong guarantee, working
mechanisms as key tools, exemplary demonstrations as effective strategies, and self-improvement as
a crucial element. On the new journey, only by effectively utilizing this methodological system and
advancing reform with a focus on “put the people first” , and by firmly maintaining the people’ s
position in further deepening reform comprehensively can we ensure that reforms continue to receive
wholehearted support from the people and mobilize the powerful force needed to advance Chinese
modernization. To achieve this, we must first continue to solidify the methodological foundation for
planning and advancing reforms with a focus on “put the people first”. This involves thoroughly
understanding and mastering relevant Marxist theories concerned, which provides the basis for
formulating correct strategies and ensuring the principle of “put the people first”. Second, we should
refine and develop specific methods for implementing this approach. Establishing systems and
improving mechanisms are long-term endeavors, and setting exemplary models requires sustained
effort to ensure that the Party can further deepen reform comprehensively with a focus on “put the
people first”. Finally, it is crucial to grasp the key of “Party building” by continuing to improve the
system for exercising full and rigorous Party self-governance, enhancing the systems and regulations
for the Party’ s self-reform, and embedding the principle of “put the people first” throughout all
aspects and stages of the Party’s leadership in further deepening reform comprehensively.

Keywords: Marxism; The Communist Party of China; Put the people first; Further deepening reform

comprehensively; Chinese modernization
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