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On the Timeless Truth of Unfading Marxist Religious View

—Revisiting Engels’ Exposition on Arab-Islamic Culture

Wang Xinsheng
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, P. R. China;
Center for Judaic and Inter-religious Studies of Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China;
Basic Theory of United Front Work Shanghai Research Base, Shanghai 200433, P. R. China)

Abstract: Engels, the great mentor, not only set up the Marxist religious view together with the
great mentor Marx, scientifically revealing the essence of religion with dialectical materialism and
historical materialism, but also demonstrated by himself how to carry out fruitful research on Arab-
Islamic culture with the Marxist religious view. Engels did his best to absorb the essence of the spir-
it of the times and always stand at the academic forefront of his time, not only distinguished the two
stages of the transition of Arab religious culture from natural worship to idolatry in the period of
pre-Islamic obscurantism, but also explained that this transition and the birth of Islamic culture are
the product of economic infrastructure change and socio-historical turn, especially revealed that the
essence of the new take-over of Islamic culture is “retro and return to the original”. Engels’ own sci-
entific discourse on Arab-Islamic religious culture still flashes the light of truth on the 200th anniver-
sary of his birth, encouraging and urging us to take Marxist religious view and Xi Jinping’s new age social-
ist religious theory with Chinese characteristics as the guide, to better serve the “Belt and Road Initiative”
and “Human Destiny Community” with our theoretical research and unremitting struggle.
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