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The Formation History of the Chinese Communists’ “Ideal-belief” Concept

Liu Jianjun
(School of Marxism Studies, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, P. R. China)

Abstract: “Ideal-belief” is the core concept of Chinese Communists’ ideological and political
discourse. Although it came into being at a specific stage since the reform and opening up, its brew-
ing had a long process which was reflected in the conceptual history of complex entanglement be-
tween “ideal” and “belief”. From the long process since the founding of the Party, the relationship
between the two had gone through five stages: First, in the years of Revolutionary War, the main
character was the passage of “ideal” and the stealth of “belief”; Second, the main character of the
period from the founding of new China to the reform and opening up was that “ideal” existed while
“belief” faded out. Third, during the period of reform and opening up, the main character was that
“ideal” was highlighted and “belief” appeared; Fourth, in the process of continuing to promote re-
form and opening up, the main feature was that “ideal” and “belief” were linked up and used togeth-
er; Fifth, the period of reform and opening up to the 21st century was characterized by the integra-
tion of “ideal” and “belief”, which brought the concept of “ideal-belief”. And the final formation of
this concept also had a process from accident to popularity, from spontaneity to consciousness.

Keywords: the Communist Party of China; Ideal; Belief; Ideal-belief
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