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The Impact of Arctic Ice Melting on China’s Geo-economy

Li Dahai Zhang Yingnan
(Institute of Marine Development, Ocean University of China,
Qingdao National Laboratory of Marine Science and Technology., Qingdao 266100, P. R. China;
College of Management, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, P. R. China)

Abstract: The Arctic is a region most affected by global climate change. The ice melting in the Arc-
tic region has gradually highlighted the value of resources development, such as waterways, oil and
gas. For our country, the Arctic ice melting has brought opportunities for the development of Arctic
shipping. oil and gas, fisheries and tourism, and has a positive impact on the economic development
and resource supply optimization. For China, the improvement of Arctic shipping conditions will
have an important impact on China’s maritime logistics pattern. Opening of the Arctic route has the
greatest impact on the geo-economy. In 2030 and 2050, the value of logistics carried by Northeast
Route is expected to reach 3% and 5% of China’s total foreign trade, and Northwest Route can also
carry certain goods, which can also carry certain goods. Arctic oil and gas commercial development
has great potential, but now it faces many risks, which can be regarded as long-term strategic re-
sources. Arctic fisheries and tourism development also have some value. China should find its own
position, take cooperative development as the main means, steadily promote Arctic development ac-
tivities, and play an important role in basic scientific research, manufacturing development, infra-
structure construction, ecological environment protection and indigenous development.

Keywords: Arctic; Geo-economy; Silk road on ice; Arctic route; Arctic oil and gas resources
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