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Theoretical Origins and Model Construction of the Grand Protection Pattern of

Cultural Heritage

Xu Yongjun'?* Chen Jingjing®
(1. Institute of Cultural Heritage Innovation-National Cultural Heritage Administration, Renmin
University of China, Beijing 100872, P.R.Chinaj;
2. School of Information Resources Management, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872,
P.R.China)

Abstract: In the context of a paradigm shift in cultural heritage protection philosophy from singular
preservation to systematic governance, a profound understanding of the Grand Protection Pattern of
Cultural Heritage has become essential for advancing high-quality heritage protection. Beginning
with an etymological analysis of the Grand Protection Pattern, this study identifies their core
conceptual features and inherent logical relationships, revealing the fundamental values embodied in
this philosophy: a holistic perspective in the cognitive dimension, a governance perspective in the
subject dimension, and a dynamic perspective in the practical dimension. Grounded in the dialectical
logic between universal requirements and particular characteristics, and taking the adaptive
relationship between the general principles of the Grand Protection Pattern and the specificities of
cultural heritage protection as its theoretical foundation, this study traces the theoretical origins of the
Grand Protection Pattern. Drawing on Xi Jinping Thought on Culture, holistic protection theory,
social governance theory, and complex adaptive systems theory, we propose that the Grand
Protection Pattern of Cultural Heritage represents a comprehensive protection paradigm guided by
the principle of cultural inclusiveness, founded on holistic understanding of cultural heritage values,
and established through collaborative governance mechanisms among multiple stakeholders
employing dynamic adaptive management methods. Based on this paradigm, we construct a
conceptual model of the Grand Protection Pattern of Cultural Heritage that establishes the
enhancement of the well-being of all humanity as its protection goal, encompasses all-region
coverage, full-time continuity, and all-directional coordination as its protection content, engages
whole-society collaborative participation as its protection subjects, and adopts full-dimensional
systematic measures as its protection approach. Specifically, “All Humanity” addresses “for whom
to protect” cultural heritage, focusing on fulfilling people’ s spiritual and cultural needs and
safeguarding their cultural rights while expanding cultural heritage protection from professional
stewardship to public benefit. “All-Region, ” “Full-Time, ” and “All-Direction” clarify “what to
protect” in cultural heritage, emphasizing systematic integration of protection content. This requires
transcending isolated point-based protection to construct holistic protection spaces integrating points,
lines, and areas; establishing temporal continuity across past-present-future dimensions to ensure
intergenerational transmission throughout the cultural heritage protection cycle; and simultaneously
addressing both tangible and intangible cultural heritage, focusing on heritage itself and its supporting
environment, and balancing tangible and intangible values to achieve multi-dimensional
comprehensive protection. “Whole Society” reflects “who protects” cultural heritage, emphasizing
coordinated action among stakeholders including government, communities, and the public to unify
multi-actor collaborative governance. “Full-Dimension” addresses “how to protect” cultural
heritage, manifested in establishing an integrated three-dimensional protection system encompassing
preservation, access, and evaluation, thereby shifting protection practices from static rigidity to
dynamic adaptation.

Keywords: Xi Jinping thought on culture; Cultural heritage; Grand protection pattern; Systematic
protection; Cultural inclusiveness
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