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Characterization and Construction of the Legal Relationship of Time Bank’s

Public Mutual Aid Service Mechanism

Wang Xiaohan Zheng Shangyuan
(School of Law, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100871, P. R. China)

Abstract: “Time Bank” is a mutual assistance pension system. In China, it is in a stage of rapid
development. The operation and development of a mechanism in society cannot be guaranteed
without the protection of laws and regulations. To improve relevant legislation, its legal status and
legal relationship should be first determined. As a mechanism for practical operation in society,
“Time Bank” currently has insufficient definition of the legal status and legal relationship of its
subject. This article attempts to start from the operation mode of the “Time Bank” mechanism and
the social relations involved, taking labor relations and service relations as alternatives to the legal
relationship of the “Time Bank” mechanism, pointing out that the labor relationship should be an
ideal solution, and then exploring the legal relations under the “Time Bank” mechanism and the
three elements of the legal relationship, namely subject, object and content, so as to determine the
power and obligations of the participants in the mechanism. However, there is still a gap between
the status quo and the ideal, which is also the direction of efforts to improve the relevant laws and
regulations of “Time Bank” in the future.
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