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Glocalization and Its Paradox: Governance and Cultural Challenges in Urban Space

Song Daolei
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, P. R. China)

Abstract: Glocalization is the phenomenon of interaction and integration of globalization and localiza-
tion. China’s glocalization results from the integration of globalization, urbanization and localization
based on rapid urbanization, which is different from those of the rest of the world. Glocalization, on
the one hand, can meet the demands of economy, society and culture, which has retained the ele-
ments of localization to some extent; on the other hand, it is bounded by capital-driven space devel-
opment, as its elements of localization and pluralism slowly eroded. Broad and deep process of glo-
calization development brings about the paradox of “authenticity”, which poses three challenges of
urban space governance and cultural ecology: the challenge of class space aggregation, the challenge
of life experience and cultural memory, and the challenge of aesthetic sense of urban culture. In es-
sence, to meet the challenges is to retain, maintain and enhance the individual sense of belonging,
the diversity of life and culture of urban space, the soul of the city and cultural confidence of the na-
tion.
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