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One Centenary Exploration on Rural Governance: Concepts and Systems

Zhao Shukai
(School of Political Science and Public Administration, Shandong University,
Qingdao 266237, P.R.China)

Abstract: This paper uses the concept of “governance” in the context of “the governance of China”,
starting from the analysis of the concept, and taking the basic organizational system of rural areas as
the main line to carry out a historical investigation. One centenary rural governance of China has ex-
perienced a complex process of exploration and accumulated rich historical experience.
Collectivization is the core pursuit of rural governance, based on which the rural governance system
has experienced a tortuous development. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the
basic system of rural governance was established through agricultural cooperation and people’s com-
mune. “Class struggle” has became the core concept of rural governance, and “political movement”
was the basic policy tool for rural governance. The rural reform in the 1980s was a subversive break-
through to the existing governance system and the biggest change in rural society in the history of
New China. The reform has not only contributed to the rapid social and economic development, but
also brought about profound changes in the rural governance system at the grassroots level, marking
the improvement of the state governance capacity. Since the beginning of the 21st century, especially
since the 18th CPC National Congress, rural governance has entered a new stage, presenting new
features and facing new challenges. To explore a modernized rural governance system, we need to
continue to implement the fundamental experience of rural reform.

Keywords: Rural governance; People’s commune; Rural reform; Collectivization
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