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Practical Review and Optimization Path of Rural Collective Operating Property
Revenue Right Share Inheritance

—An County-Based Empirical Study

Ren Yiduo
(Legal Theory Research Center/l.aw School, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, P.R.China)

Abstract: The inheritance of rural collective operating property revenue right share refers to the legal
process by which the revenue right share held by a deceased member of a rural collective economic
organization is inherited by their legal heirs. The inheritance directly involves the intergenerational
transmission of revenue right share and is critically important to the practical interests of rural
collective economic organization members. The purpose of granting the right to inherit rural
collective operating property revenue right share is to realize the legal inheritance of rural collective
operating property revenue right share, to continuously improve the property income of the majority
of farmers, and to promote the development and growth of the rural collective economy. To realize
the inheritance empowerment for rural collective economic organization members, it is essential to
comprehensively examine the current practical status of rural collective operating property revenue
right share inheritance across different regions, clarify existing practical challenges, and propose a
normative path for inheritance that can provide a clear legal framework. . Through practical research
of 118 villages (communities) in 34 counties (cities and districts) in 16 provinces of Hubei, Hunan,
Heilongjiang, Shandong, Chongqing, Sichuan, Liaoning, Guangdong, Henan, Gansu, Shanghai,
Fujian, Shanxi, Yunnan, Ningxia and Zhejiang, multiple complexities are revealed across those
regions, including practical confusions in the beginning time of inheritance, the definition of the scope
of heirs, the joint inheritance of multiple individuals and the proportion of shares after inheritance. In
terms of the beginning time of inheritance, the disputes are over whether inheritance begins at an
individual member’ s decease, or it begins when all household members have deceased. In terms of
the definition of the scope of heirs, the question is whether to limit them to members of the rural
collective economic organizations. In terms of the joint inheritance of multiple individuals, the issue
of differentiated paths of multi-processing in different places is to be addressed. In terms of the
proportion of shares after inheritance, there is a dispute over whether to limit the proportion of the
shares of the heirs in different places. Therefore, the paper puts forward the normative path of the
rural collective operating property revenue right share inheritance to ensure that the rural collective
operating property revenue right share inheritance empowerment can be implemented smoothly. In
terms of the beginning time of inheritance, we recommend that inheritance commences at the
individual member’ s death; in terms of the definition of the scope of heirs, non-members of the
collective economic organizations can also become the heirs of the rural collective operating property
revenue right share inheritance; in terms of the joint inheritance of multiple individuals, the conflict
between multiple inheritance of the rural collective operating property revenue right share inheritance
and the current voting rules has been resolved; in terms of the proportion of shares after inheritance,
there are share proportion restrictions for the heirs of the rural collective operating property revenue
right after inheritance.

Keywords: Rural collective operating property revenue right share inheritance; Rural collective
economic organization law; Rural collective assets equity; Members of rural collective economic
organizations
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