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The Connotation Definition and Facilitation Mechanism of Altruistic Assistance

Zhou Yu
(School of Law, Shandong University of Finance and Economics, Jinan 250014, P.R.China)

Abstract: According to the traditional “Rational Agent” hypothesis, human behavior is influenced by
self-interest motivation, so that altruistic assistance cannot occur. However, reality does not fully
conform to this assumption. The occurrence of altruistic assistance is closely related to the actor’s
utility perception. The utility perception of actors determines their motivation. Altruistic assistance
usually occurs in sudden and immediate scenes, so it is necessary to change the inquiry based on ex
post facto perspective to pay attention to the rational decisions and judgments made by the parties in
specific situations. The actor’ s internal thinking of utility perception will be influenced by many
factors, including the promotion of social reputation, the increase of mood pleasure, the expected

monetary reward, the tendency of loss avoidance, kinship value and personalized factors. This complicated

O 2022 F Mz 5| SCRESE R, 56 1 ZBEHE DT IE BT Samuel Bowles il Herbert Gintis (4% Br ¢ i 9 B8 R £ X AIAE 245
PRV R SR 2 R R AL B o i B ) fl 2 — |, A SO 5 .

168



A o S By 0 70 R G R H#E AL R AT

psychological decision-making process forms a fuzzy decision-making path. The actor will make a decision
by comparing the difference in utility perception between altruistic assistance and inconvenient
assistance to determine whether his altruistic motivation can be stimulated, and finally decide whether
to provide assistance. To explore the above problems, we need to think on many levels. First of all,
we should analyze the scope and connotation of altruistic assistance from the dual perspectives of
behavioral mechanism and current legal provisions, and clearly define its applicable scenarios and
scope. Second, it is necessary to explore the influence of different variables on the utility perception
of actors, and then affect their motivation and behavioral performance. Finally, it is important to
evaluate the benefits and drawbacks of various governance approaches and to recognize that relying
solely on singular measures such as punishment, reward, or protective measures is insufficient to
solve complex problems. As an exogenous variable, the system should exhibit a degree of adaptability
to encourage the emergence of altruistic assistance behavior. Compared to traditional direct intervention
legal means, indirect influence and the boost regulation of reputation mechanisms can better
stimulate altruistic assistance behavior. This goal can be achieved by establishing a public welfare
contribution quantification and account management system. The basic concept of this system is to
quantify the contribution of altruistic assistance behavior to social welfare as “public welfare credits”
and establish personal accounts for fractional savings and recycling. This creates behavioral incentives
and encouragement for rescuers. First, it combines the advantages of reward intervention and weakens
its shortcomings to some extent, realizing the incentive mechanism of weak reward behavior. Second,
since it is not directly tied to money, it weakens the possibility of malicious collusion, and can serve
as a pre-audit mechanism for subsequent honors or financial rewards, playing a firewall role. Third, this
mechanism can reduce the possibility of false accusations. Finally, it includes the role of protective
intervention, which strengthens the retention of behavioral evidence and breaks the information
asymmetry. The establishment of this system eliminates behavioral dilemma resulting from the
assumption of rational people’ s self-interest and achieves the integration of internal incentives and
external constraints. It provides greater opportunities to stimulate altruistic assistance behavior.
Keywords: Altruistic assistance; Situational rationality; Facilitation mechanism; lLegal assistance;
Public benefit bank
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