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Similarities and Differences in Children’s Reading Behavior Between Urban and

Rural Areas: An Investigation in City W and County X of Hubei Province

Fang Qing Fu Wenqi
(School of Information Management, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, P. R. China)

Abstract: During the 15th Five-Year Plan period, promoting the construction of a book-loving
society requires closer attention to the reading development of children in grassroots regions and to
the urban-rural disparities embedded in reading environments. Against the backdrop of the rapid
diffusion of digital technologies, this study examines whether digital media are narrowing or

reconstructing the gap between urban and rural children’s reading behavior. Based on questionnaire
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surveys conducted among children aged 6-12 and their parents in City W and County X of Hubei
Province, the article compares children’s reading behavior and the supporting environments provided
by families, schools, and public libraries. The valid sample includes 2,105 children’s questionnaires
and 516 parents’ questionnaires. The survey covers print reading, digital reading, audiobook
listening, family reading conditions, school reading support, and public library services.

The findings indicate that urban and rural children’ s reading behavior demonstrates both
similarities and differences. Print reading continues to occupy a foundational position in children’s
reading lives, while digital reading and audiobook listening have become increasingly common in
both urban and rural areas, suggesting that digital media have already been widely integrated into
children’s daily reading practices. Children in both areas mainly read after school, before bedtime,
and during holidays, and independent reading has become a relatively common reading mode.

At the same time, significant urban-rural differences remain in reading frequency, reading
duration, annual reading volume, reading spaces, and reading autonomy. Children in W City exhibit
more sustained and autonomous reading behavior and make greater use of school libraries and public
libraries. By contrast, children in X County rely more heavily on family spaces for reading, and their
reading choices are more strongly shaped by parental recommendations and teachers’ requirements.
Their reading behavior tends to show a relatively fragmented and utilitarian orientation.

Family, school, and public library environments jointly influence children’s reading development.
At the family level, the number of books at home, the frequency of parent-child reading, and
parents’ reading attitudes significantly affect children’ s reading volume. At the school level, the
opening frequency of school libraries, classroom reading resources, reading classes, and school
reading activities mainly influence children’ s reading participation by increasing opportunities for
daily reading. At the public library level, resource adequacy and service quality promote children’s
printed reading mainly by increasing library visits, while reading activities play a more direct role in
stimulating digital reading and audiobook use.

The study argues that digital technology alone cannot automatically bridge the urban-rural gap in
children’ s reading. Differences in high-quality resources, reading guidance capacity, and public
cultural services continue to shape children’s reading quality and reading opportunities. Therefore, it
1s necessary to strengthen the coordinated support system involving government, families, schools,
libraries, and society, promote the balanced distribution of high-quality reading resources toward
counties and grassroots areas, and improve the reading guidance capacity of teachers, librarians, and
parents, so as to foster a more equitable and higher-quality reading environment for children.
Keywords: Book-loving society; Children’ s reading behavior; Digital reading; Family reading

environment; School libraries
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