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Potential Pathways for Climate Change Litigation in China:
Empirical Analysis of 41 Public Interest Litigation Cases Involving Air Pollution

Zhao Yue
(Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207, P. R. China)

Abstract: In recent years, the number of global climate change litigation (CCL) has increased rapid-
ly, and it has become an important way to deal with climate change. There is no substantial CCL in
China. In view of judicial practice of public interest litigation (PIL) on air pollution in China, it
might probably be the most convenient approach to CCL. Under the circumstance that the synergy
between the emission reduction of air and climate pollutants is ensured by coordinated strategies,
PIL on air pollution could become the direct path for CCL. In the context that the coordinated con-
trol has not yet been realized, PIL on air pollution that managed to overcome important legal hurdles
could still lend important insight into future CCL in China.

Keywords: Climate change litigation; Civil public interest litigation on air pollution; Administrative

public interest litigation on air pollution

[REHE - FEHA]

35



