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A Study on Rural Rule of Virtue from Ken of Villagers’ Self-Governance

Yu Yuhe Lei Yuanyuan
(Law School, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, P. R. China;
School of Marxism, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, P, R. China)

Abstract: Rural revitalization should be rooted in the social and cultural soil of rural China, among
the specific people who strive to live on the rural land, and in the diversity of rural characteristics
and collective memory. Only based on rural development and the realistic needs of villagers, tracing
the tradition of moral governance in the ancient world, activating and transcendent the essence of
ancient Chinese thoughts, can the rural rule of virtue truly provide an opportunity and power for the
revitalization of villagers’ self-Governance. Under the new historical conditions, along with con-
struction of the nation-state and the advancement of rural governance system, the mainstay of rule of
virtue tends to be diversified. They reconstruct the authority and discourse system of multi-dimen-
sional co-governance by relying on the folk norms of jurisprudence and the national values of eti-
quette and custom. The flexible lines in village rules and regulations and the core content of family
custom and family law fully demonstrate the new characteristics of modern rule of virtue. Ruling vil-
lages by virtue and the folk’s mediation can regulate villagers’ behavior and resolve social conflicts.
Keywords: Rural rule of virtue; Model of rule of virtue; Folk’s mediation; Village regulations; Ru-

ral virtuous governance
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