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The Impact of Proficiency in Mandarin on Migrants’ Health in China

Liu Guohui Shan Baogang Zhang Weiguo
(College of Foreign LLanguages, Yanbian University, Yanji 133002, P.R.China;
Center for Economic Research, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: Based on the micro-data of the China General Social Survey in 2013, this paper examines
the impact of proficiency in Mandarin on health among migrant workers in China. We find that profi-
ciency in Mandarin is positively associated with migrant workers’ health. A higher level of Mandarin
listening and speaking ability helps to increase the probability of being healthy for migrant workers.
A further study shows that there is heterogeneity in the health effects of proficiency in Mandarin.
After controlling for the possible endogeneity, the results are still robust.
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