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Pathways to Cultural Memory Generation in Urban Historic and Cultural Landscapes:

A Case Study of Yantai Mountain, Fuzhou

Chen Geng' Zhou Ruoyi’
(1. National Institute of Cultural Development, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, P.R.China;
2. Human Resources Department, ZTE Corporation, Shenzhen 518057, P.R.China)

Abstract: Cultural memory serves as the intrinsic foundation for the preservation and continuity of
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urban historic and cultural landscapes, functioning as the spiritual source for their heritage
transmission, developmental evolution, and innovative revitalization. These distinctive urban spaces
function as multidimensional containers that not only physically preserve cultural artifacts but also
socially sustain the dynamic processes of memory generation, transmission, and perpetual renewal.
The theoretical examination of the symbiotic relationship between cultural landscapes and memory
systems, coupled with empirical investigation into memory formation pathways, provides critical
insights into the endogenous dynamics and operational logic underlying urban cultural preservation
initiatives. This understanding becomes particularly crucial in contemporary urban development
contexts where globalization pressures increasingly threaten local cultural identities.

This research employs a mixed-methods approach to examine Yantai Mountain Historic and
Cultural Landscape in Fuzhou, a representative case of China's modern urban heritage conservation
efforts. Through grounded coding analysis, the study identifies a tripartite model for cultural
memory generation: storage and symbolic refinement, activation and representational reproduction,
and public perception and social reconstruction.

In the first stage, historical narratives undergo continuous sedimentation through urban
morphological changes, with cultural memory being materially encoded in spatial configurations and
semiotically refined through landmark symbols, collectively forming the district’'s identifiable
representational matrix. The second stage reveals memory as the core driving force behind spatial
reconstruction, enabling a modern interpretation and presentation of urban cultural images through
the reorganization of key images and the combination of memory scenes.

The third stage demonstrates the performative nature of cultural memory as it achieves
functional realization through interactive engagements between social actors and environmental
symbols. This transformative process converts historic landscapes into dynamic theaters for
collective emotional resonance and identity negotiation, ultimately accomplishing the cyclical
regeneration of cultural memory. These three stages are progressive, closely related to the
socioeconomic system and cultural policies, and reflect shifts in the functional positioning of historic
and cultural districts across different urban eras. Throughout these stages, cultural memory and
spatial media continuously interact, fostering collective cultural identity.

Despite these theoretical insights, practical implementation encounters significant challenges,
including memory erosion, representational distortion, and experiential homogenization. To address
these issues, the study proposes strategies such as adopting open morphological configurations,
implementing innovative conservation technologies, and establishing participatory governance
structures that enable multi-stakeholder collaboration in memory reconstruction processes.
Theoretically, this research expands conventional heritage studies by introducing a processual model
of cultural memory formation. Practically, it provides policymakers with actionable guidelines for
sustainable urban cultural landscape management. Ultimately, cultural memory studies offer not
merely an analytical lens for examining urban sociocultural textures, but more importantly, a
visionary paradigm for guiding the ethical development of future urban cultural ecosystems in an
increasingly globalized world.

Keywords: Historic and cultural landscapes; Cultural memory; Spatial production; Urban cultural

space; Cultural identity
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