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Is Paternal Love Absent?
—The Impact of Mother Accompanying Study on Rural Father’s Involvement in
Child Parenting

Luo Biliang Liu Shiyu
(National School of Agricultural Institution and Development, South China Agricultural University,
Guangzhou 510642, P.R.China)

Abstract: In the context of educational urbanization, sending children to urban areas for education
has gradually become a rigid choice for rural families. The accompanying phenomenon, where
mothers of rural primary and secondary school students relocate to the city where their children’s
schools are located, purchasing or renting housing to accompany and care for their children’s lives
and studies, has attracted significant academic attention regarding its impact on gender division of
labor within rural families, children’s academic performance, and the “father absence” phenomenon.
However, empirical analyses on this topic have been scarce. Based on the perspective of
transformations in rural family child-rearing models, this article employs CFPS data to empirically
analyze the impact and mechanism of mothers accompanying children to study on fathers’ quantity
and quality of parental involvement. The research results reveal that in the unique context of rural
accompanying study families in China, “father absence” demonstrates characteristics different from
previous studies. First, significant gender disparities exist in parenting time, with mothers’
accompanying study substantially suppressing fathers’ parenting duration, widening gender
differences, and intensifying “physical paternal absence”. However, from the perspective of
parenting involvement quality, parent-child communication frequency and participation quality are
higher in such families, with no significant gender differences, suggesting that “parent-child
emotional disconnection” may not be severe. Mechanism analysis indicates that mothers’
accompanying study increases fathers’ economic responsibilities, compelling them to work more
arduously and consequently reducing their actual parenting time. Conversely, high educational
expectations in rural accompanying study families enhance fathers’ communication and interaction
with children. Heterogeneity analysis reveals that in families with limited economic capital, where
fathers are the primary or sole income source, “physical and emotional paternal absence” may be
more pronounced. Further analysis demonstrates that the positive effects of mothers accompanying
children to study on academic performance are significantly influenced by fathers’ parental
involvement quality. Therefore, future research should focus on developing effective measures to
mitigate the adverse impacts of this phenomenon on rural families while adopting a nuanced
perspective on “father absence” in Chinese rural contexts.

Keywords: Rural family; Mother accompanying study; Father absence; Fathers’ parental

involvement; Family rearing model
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