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The Nihilist Root of Vattimo’s Hermeneutics

Tie Shenglin
(School of Politics and Public Management, Qufu Normal University, Rizhao 276826, P.R.China)

Abstract: Through reading Nietzsche’s nihilism and combining Heidegger’s philosophy, Vattimo
regards nihilism as an event of interpretation, which lays the foundation of nihilism on hermeneutics.
Whether Nietzsche has degraded the highest value or Heidegger has reduced existence to value, they
both have reflected nihilism, namely without absolute and objective fact, therefore there is no truth
in line with the objective fact, so everything is interpretation. The reason that Vattimo has put for-
ward the essence of nihilist hermeneutics, is to serve hermeneutics as a theoretical tool for breaking
through the constraint of modernity and moving towards post-modernism.
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