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Abstract: General Secretary Xi Jinping’ s important statement that cities enjoy advanced culture
while leading in economic development forms the core meta-proposition of contemporary Chinese
Humanistic Economics. From the perspective of regional empirical research, this paper conducts a
systematic study that follows a rigorous logical path covering theoretical origins, the definition of
core connotations, the construction of an analytical framework, the design of quantitative indicators,
and the summarization of representative urban development cases.

First, this paper systematically sorts out the complete theoretical evolution from the series of
discussions on “the Power of Culture” to “the Humanistic Economics in the New Era”, and clearly
defines three core connotations of “cultural advancement” , including the leading role of cultural
subjectivity, the organic coexistence of universal civilizational values and distinctive regional
characteristics, and a people-centered practical orientation. Through a comprehensive review,
examination, and integrated analysis of the existing domestic and international literature, the study
identifies significant deficiencies in the systematic deconstruction of the fundamental meta-
proposition of Humanistic Economics. Current academic studies lack in-depth exploration of the
interpretation of the connotation of cultural advancement, dividing its multi-dimensional categories,
quantifying its comprehensive value and revealing multi-dimensional transmission mechanisms of
cultural empowerment. The paper further clarifies the fundamental differences between the
Humanistic Economics in the new ear and Western Humanomics in terms of core value stance and
practical carriers.

Second, the paper constructs a three-tier analytical structure spanning the macro, meso, and
micro levels, complemented by a four-dimensional linkage system including public cultural
development, the quality of the cultural economy, regional humanistic vitality, and regional
innovation potential. It elaborates the closed-loop coupling mechanism characterized by mutual two-
way empowerment and cyclical feedback among these four dimensions. Adhering to the three basic
principles of region-centered, people-oriented, and practice-driven development, the study builds a
quantitative evaluation system with 4 primary indicators, 12 secondary indicators, and 24 tertiary
indicators, and specifies the official statistical standards, standardized measurement methods, and
multi-source data collection channels for each indicator.

Furthermore, four representative benchmark cities—Kaifeng, Hangzhou, Chengdu, and Suzhou
—are selected to identify four differentiated development modes: revitalization driven by public
culture, prosperity boosted by cultural industries, open agglomeration of humanistic vitality, and
coordinated innovation integrating science, education, and culture. These models concretely unpack
diversified practical paths for benefiting residents, invigorating industries, enriching cities, and
cultivating talent through cultural development.

This study effectively fills the research gap arising from the absence of a comprehensive
empirical measurement system in Humanistic Economics and develops a set of operable,
comprehensive measurement tools suited to the assessment of local development. It provides solid
theoretical support and replicable practical references to help regions activate their native cultural
endowments, identify their developmental strengths and weaknesses, and optimize long-term
cultural empowerment paths according to local conditions. The study also acknowledges its
limitations, including the difficulty of fully quantifying humanistic values and the incomplete
coverage of regional heterogeneity, and puts forward clear directions for follow-up differentiated
empirical research across various specific scenarios.

Keywords: Humanistic Economics; Cultural empowerment; Regional practice; Evaluation index
system; High-quality development
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