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The Multidimensional Connotations of Strengthening “Confidence in the
Rule of Law” in China
Fu Zitang Wel jie
(Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing 401120, P.R.China)

Abstract: “Confidence in the rule of law, ” as an original jurisprudential concept, represents a new
theoretical achievement in the evolution of Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law following the 20th
National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC). During the 10th collective study session
of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, General Secretary Xi Jinping emphasized the
importance of “strengthening confidence in the rule of law,” introducing this distinctive concept with
profound historical and contemporary significance. This major theoretical proposition represents
unwavering faith in legal governance and embodies confidence in China’ s rule of law pathway,
concepts, system, and spirit in the new era. At this crucial juncture of advancing Chinese modernization
and national rejuvenation, strengthening confidence in the rule of law holds irreplaceable strategic
significance for implementing overall law-based governance, achieving high-quality development and
security amid unprecedented global changes, and participating in global governance. Confidence in
the rule of law encompasses four dimensions, path, theory, system, and culture, representing
concrete manifestations of the Four-Sphere Confidence. The path dimension is rooted in the
autonomy of the path of socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics and the correctness of legal
direction under CPC leadership. The theoretical dimension stems from the scientific, practical, and
people-centered nature of socialist legal theory, serving as a guide for overall law-based governance.
The institutional dimension reflects the significant advantages of the socialist system with Chinese
characteristics, with its legal system being central to modernizing national governance. The cultural
dimension is grounded in China’s rich civilizational heritage and the integration of Marxist principles
with both China’ s realities and fine traditional culture. The “first integration” has enabled us to
accurately understand and grasp the laws of China’s social development and successfully forge the
path of socialism with Chinese characteristics, while the “second integration” has shaped the
distinctive Chinese characteristics. The legal academic community, particularly in jurisprudence,
should thoroughly examine this theoretical proposition characterized by its subjectivity, paradigmatic
nature, and contemporary relevance.

Keywords: Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of LLaw; Confidence in the rule of law; Confidence in the
path of the rule of law; Confidence in the culture of the rule of law; China’ s independent legal

knowledge system
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