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The Normative Arrangement of the Core Socialist Values Clause and its Optimization
—On the Improvement of the Method of the Incorporation of Socialist

Core Values Into the Law

Qu Lingmin
(Law School, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, P.R.China)

Abstract: As a product of the explicit incorporation of the core socialist values into law, “the core
socialist values clauses” have permeated legal norms of various natures and hierarchies, becoming a
distinctive normative feature within China’ s legal system. The normative configuration of these
clauses 1s a primary consideration in the explicit incorporation of the core socialist values into law,
directly impacting the quality of this incorporation. Current laws feature several types of the core
socialist values clauses, including legislative purpose clauses, national objective clauses, advocacy
norms, obligatory norms, and explanatory provisions. The scientific nature of their normative configuration
determines the quality of incorporation, requiring consideration of the value essence of the core
socialist values, the functions of different types of legal norms, and the characteristics of the laws
into which they are to be integrated. Regarding current normative configurations, national goal
clause cannot be fulfilled without its binding force as a constitutional norm, therefore, the national
goal clause is not suitable for application in departmental laws. The obligatory norm can be applied
only in specialized legislation for specific groups but not in general legislation for all, as the requirement
of socialist core values, the core socialist values cannot be universally transformed into legal
obligations; thus, obligatory norms are only appropriate for specialized legislation targeting specific
groups, not for general legislation. Advocacy norms align well with the moral and value essence of
the core socialist values, leveraging their value declaration and behavioral guidance functions. However,
overreliance on advocacy norms risks rendering the incorporation merely formal. Incorporating legislative
purpose clauses is a Chinese legislative tradition. Using these as the core socialist values clauses can
emphasize the core socialist values as legislative orientations, interpretative standards, interest-balancing
metrics, and tools for addressing legal gaps. Future legislative drafting or amendments should increase
the proportion of legislative purpose clauses in the core socialist values clauses’ normative configuration.
The explicit incorporation of the socialist core values clauses, constrained by the value essence of the
core socialist values, legal norm types, and expressive forms, limits the depth and breadth of
incorporation. Implicit incorporation, which integrates the core socialist values as the law’ s value
foundation, not only aligns better with their essence but also transcends limitations of normative types
and expressive forms, potentially expanding the scope and depth of incorporation. Future efforts should
combine explicit and implicit incorporation methods to enhance the quality of integrating the core
socialist values into law.

Keywords: The core socialist values; Core values clause; Norm arrangement; Explicit incorporation;

Implicit incorporation
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