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Asia’s Drama: A Modern Path to Poverty Eradication in China and India

Zhang Shulan Huang Jingyuan Zhao Weikang
(Institute of Contemporary Socialism, Shandong University, Qingdao 266237, P.R.China;
Centre for South Asian Studies, Shandong University, Qingdao 266237, P.R.China;
School of Economics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract; Since the end of World War II, poverty eradication and the pursuit of modernization have
been the themes of the “Asian Drama”, with the protagonists changing periodically between China
and India. Compared with India, China’s initial poverty rate and the starting point of modernization
are both in an inferior position, but China has solved the problem of absolute poverty ahead of India
in 2021. This success is mainly due to the fact that China’s overall modernization rate is faster than
India’s and that China and India have different modernization paths. The differences of the moderni-
zation paths between China and India are that India’s ecological modernization has always been in the
forefront, while China’s social modernization has been in an advantageous position for a long time,
but since the 21st century, the commonness of the modernization paths of the two countries has been
enhanced. The common feature of the modernization paths of China and India is that they both are
five-in-one structures composed of politics, economy, society, culture and ecology, which are differ-
ent from the western modernization model of eliminating poverty at the cost of destroying the envi-
ronment. “Asian Drama” proves that modernization is the only way to eliminate poverty, and also
enriches and strengthens the “Asian model”, and highlights the institutional advantages of Chinese
modernization and the civilized value of human society in the future.
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