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A Fundamental Affinity of the Relationship between Science and Confucianism

Shown in the Process of Medical Dissemination from West to East

Ma Laiping
(Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China)

Abstract: Traditional Chinese medicine is a special manifestation of Confucianism in the field of med-
icine; the content of the relationship between science and Confucianism in the process of medical dis-
semination from West to East is diverse and complex. It has been the core of the interaction between
Chinese and western cultures and the focus of the controversies of various medical thoughts. When it
comes to the introduction of Western medicine to the East, it is the conflict between western medi-
cine and traditional Chinese medicine that has been addressed among people. However, the affinity
between western medicine and traditional Chinese medicine and that between the science and Confu-
cianism behind them have often been ignored. As a whole, the relationship between science and Con-
fucianism in the process of medical dissemination from West to East has shown a fundamental affini-
ty, which has been embodied in the impact and change of western medicine and science and technolo-
gy on traditional Chinese medicine, as well as the welcome, exclusion and construction of Confucian-
ism and traditional Chinese medicine to western medicine.

Keywords: Process of medical dissemination from West to East; Relationship between Confucianism

and science; Affinity
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