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The Holistic Ocean Development Concept: Characteristics and Significance of China’s

New Theory of Ocean Development

Hong Gang
(Shenzhen Research Institute, Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, P.R.China)

Abstract: The holistic approach is a fundamental method of Marxism and a crucial characteristic of
China’s new ocean development concept in the new era, providing significant theoretical resources
and methodological guidance for ocean development. Historical holism reveals the theoretical
cognitive characteristics of the holistic ocean development perspective. From the perspective of the
evolution of human-ocean relations, historical holism manifests in the dialectical movement of the
constantly evolving relationship between humanity and nature, endowing the new ocean development
concept with transcendent cultural and philosophical guiding significance. From the perspective of
the historical development of the ocean, historical holism is reflected in the community of shared
future formed among various nations and countries in ocean development, viewing ocean development
issues from the standpoint of the overall and long-term interests of all humanity.

Value holism demonstrates the developmental orientation characteristics of the holistic ocean
development perspective, creatively integrating the people-oriented nature and the humanistic nature
of ocean development, answering the questions of “for whom” and “how”. Practical holism illustrates
the social structural characteristics of the holistic ocean development perspective, promoting ocean
development in various dimensions, such as economic production, political governance, and cultural
concepts, effectively playing a practical guiding role in China’s ocean development. The ocean
development concept based on Marx’s holistic thought treats ocean development as a global and
comprehensive issue, emphasizing balance in the ocean development process and viewing ocean
development issues from the perspective of the overall and long-term interests of all humanity,
achieving innovation and transcendence over traditional ocean development perspectives. Under the
guidance of Marx’s holistic thought, China’s new ocean development concept in the new era has
imbued the development of China’s ocean affairs with a distinctive epochal significance. It not only
effectively promotes the development of ocean affairs but also better achieves the protection of ocean
resources and the balance of ocean ecology, effectively resolving the transformation of human-ocean
relationship conflicts and highlighting the epochal value of the new ocean development concept. This
concept changes the unidirectional demands of extracting profits from the ocean since the Age of
Exploration, emphasizing both ocean development and protection, balancing immediate interests
with long-term benefits. Consequently, the new ocean development concept transcends national
boundaries and acquires world significance, contributing essential theoretical resources to the
formation of a new global ocean development concept. It is imperative to firmly grasp the essence of
“holism”, tightly hold the new stage of ocean development, implement the new ocean development
concept, and promote the construction of a new ocean development pattern.

Keywords: Marxism; Ocean development; The new development concept; Overall development concept
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