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The Communist Party of China Advances Its Own Modernization While Leading

Chinese Modernization

Wang Shaoxing Li Xin
(School of Marxism, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: Political parties are both products and dominant forces of modernization. A party that
aspires to lead modernization must itself undergo modernization. Party modernization, as part of
political civilization, reveals a developmental mechanism comprising ideological capacity, democratic
literacy, rule of law competence, and institutional norms. It reflects the evolutionary process
through which a party expresses its collective will and realizes its values, thereby embodying the
advancement of party civilization.

The historical starting point of modernization determines the logical pathway of party
modernization, while different modernization trajectories nurture distinct models of party
modernization. In the Chinese context, the intrinsic logic of Chinese modernization—characterized
by "building the nation through the CPC" in its formative stage and "governing the nation through the

CPC" in its developmental stage—inherently determines that the modernization of the Communist
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Party of China’ s modernization as both a “value communities” and a “communities with a shared
future” with Chinese modernization. This dual identity underscores the structural interdependence
between the Party’s own institutional evolution and the broader national modernization project.

Furthermore, the modernization of political parties should not be regarded as a fixed or static
state, but rather as a dynamic and evolving process that unfolds over time. This process is
continuously sustained by three enduring and dominant forces: subjectivity, adaptability, and
creativity. Subjectivity ensures that the Party is able to maintain autonomy and initiative in charting
its developmental course, rather than passively following external models. Adaptability provides the
capacity to respond flexibly to shifting domestic circumstances as well as complex international
challenges, thereby safeguarding resilience and vitality. Creativity serves as the source of
innovation, enabling the Party to refine governance philosophies, design new institutional
arrangements, and propose original solutions to emerging problems. In total, these forces constitute
the fundamental internal momentum driving party modernization.

Meanwhile, democratization, rule of law, and standardization serve as important markers of
party modernization. Democratization manifests in the continuous improvement of inner-party
democracy and expansion of participatory mechanisms; rule of law emphasizes the institutionalization
and regularization of governance practices based on laws and rules; standardization ensures the
stability and consistency of party operations through the consolidation of institutions and norms.
Together, these three elements constitute the distinctive features of party modernization.

The modernization of the Communist Party of China serves as both the premise and guarantee of
Chinese modernization, as well as its logical extension and institutional assurance. Through the
Party’s own modernization, Chinese modernization not only follows a developmental path suited to
China's historical conditions and cultural traditions but also provides new theoretical contributions
and practical demonstrations for global modernization processes. Thus, the party’ s modernization
represents a profound integration of political civilization, organizational capacity, and historical
responsibility, establishing a model in which the modernization of the Communist Party of China and
Chinese modernizationa are inseparably linked.

Keywords: Chinese modernization; The Communist Party of China; Modernization of political

parties; Community with shared value; Community with a shared future
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