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Constructing a Discourse System and Cultivating a Chinese Style for the Humanities

—The Tradition of Humanistic Discourse and Its Modern Reconstruction

Guan Ning
(Center for Contemporary Cultural Development and Innovation Research, Fujian Academy of Social
Sciences, Fuzhou 350025, P.R.China)

Abstract: The humanities are disciplines that present culturally and intellectually distinctive
achievements characterized by national specificity, difference, and diversity, achieved through value-
oriented ideals. The construction of their discourse system plays a crucial role in developing
distinctive Chinese characteristics, style, and manner within the domains of philosophy and social
sciences. The humanistic discourse system serves as an essential foundation for shaping the Chinese
style. The Chinese style is a multifaceted concept with national historical and cultural traditions at its
core, while also encompassing unique economic, geographical, and sociocultural elements of the
nation. The resulting comprehensive cultural temperament and spiritual ethos embodied in these
traditions constitute its primary characteristics. The disciplinary attributes, value characteristics, and
national identity of the humanities determine that the construction of their discourse system is aligned
with the essence and spirit of traditional culture. The Chinese humanities, owing to their unique
cultural context, possess both the general characteristics of humanistic scholarship, an emphasis on
ideas and values, and a distinctive focus on intuitive perception and life experience. Chinese
aesthetics forms an important component of traditional humanistic scholarship, having developed a
unique discourse system encompassing concepts, categories, media, judgments, and terminology.
Grounded in Chinese philosophy with its rich life-consciousness, it has developed characteristics
emphasizing experiential forms, as well as intuitive, perceptive, and experiential qualities, endowing
Chinese culture with an overall poetic quality. Traditional Chinese philosophy, with its life-
conscious character, profoundly influenced ancient Chinese culture and arts, leading Chinese
aesthetics, based on Chinese philosophy, to pay particular attention to life experience, forming an
aesthetic characterized by distinct life-consciousness and spiritual insight, thereby developing
corresponding discourse systems and rhetorical aesthetics. This imbues traditional humanistic
scholarship with a focus on sensory qualities and life contemplation, distinguishing it markedly from
Western approaches centered on critical thinking and characterized by an emphasis on logical
positivism, thus forming its own distinctive cultural identity. Confronting contemporary challenges
facing the humanistic discourse system, including over-reliance on Western concepts and theories,
an excessive emphasis on quantification and logical deduction, and a predominant focus on theoretical
systems and impact factors, we should fully leverage the unique values and functions of the
humanities by deeply engaging with local culture, preserving distinctive modes of thinking, and
renewing discourse expression forms to achieve dialectical unity between cultural subjectivity and
academic modernity. Moreover, we must avoid being confined to the introspection of academic
theories alone, but should instead link them to practical engagement to forge innovative ideas.
Furthermore, we must break free from the confines of narrow local perspectives to embrace global
civilizations, thereby constructing an autonomous Chinese humanistic knowledge system possessing
distinctive and original characteristics that manifest the Chinese style and demeanor.

Keywords: Humanities; Discourse systems; Traditional humanities scholarship; Chinese aesthetics;
Independent knowledge system
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