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From Night Raids and Positional Attack-Defense Battles to Blocking Battles:
The Strategies and Tactics of the Chinese 29th Army in Resisting the
Japanese Army’s Attacks on the Great Wall Key Passes

Zhang Hao  Wu Dipeng
(School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, P.R.China)

Abstract: During the Defense of the Great Wall in 1933, the 29th Army of the Chinese army adopted
strategic and tactical methods such as night raids, positional attack-defense battles, and blocking
battles to resist the Japanese army’s attacks on the key passes of the Great Wall. When the Japanese
army attacked the Great Wall line, the 29th Army rushed to reinforce and stabilize the situation at
Xifengkou. Subsequently, the 29th Army defended key passes such as Matiyu, Luowenyu,
Longjingguan, Xifengkou, Panjiakou, Tiemenguan, and Dongjiakou, using the three towns of
Santunying, Sahe Bridge, and lLuanyang as support. The army employed strategic and tactical
approaches like night raids and positional attack-defense battles, achieving great victories at
Xifengkou and Luowenyu. Later, the 29th Army constructed a defense system {rom LLuowenyu and
Xifengkou to Malanguan, dividing the guarded area into three defense zones and one alert zone, and
building a defense zone that combined the main position with the advanced positions. From April 7th
to late April, the Japanese army continuously attacked the defensive positions along the Xifengkou-
Luowenyu line and the advanced positions such as Saheqiao, Nantuanting, and Beituanting. The
29th Army engaged in positional attack-defense battles and defense battles, gradually turning into a
trench warfare. As the left and right flanks of the 29th Army had been occupied by the Japanese
army, the 29th Army was outflanked and retreated to the line east of Sanhe and Pinggu, where it
blocked the Japanese army’s attack on Peiping and Tianjin. Nevertheless, a part of the 29th Army
remained deployed to firmly defend Xifengkou and Luowenyu, repeatedly defeating the invading
Japanese army. The 29th Army resisted the brutal Japanese aggression with night raids, positional
attack-defense battles, defense battles, and blocking battles, fighting against the Japanese army for
three months. The key passes and strategic locations of the Great Wall were repeatedly captured and
recaptured, effectively safeguarding the safety of the Peiping-Tianjin area and providing a typical
example of an army with inferior equipment fighting against an army with modern equipment. After
the National Government accepted the Tanggu Truce on May 31st, the 29th Army was ordered to
retreat from the Great Wall line.

Keywords: The 29th Army; The defense of the great wall; Night raid; Attack-defense battle;
Blocking battle
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