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Intelligent Genesis and the Renegotiation of Cultural Product Aura in the Age of

Artificial Intelligence

Zhou Jianxin' Tan Fugiang®
(1. Wenhua Industry Research Institute, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, P.R.China;
2. Research Center for Industrial Digitalization, Huainan Normal University, Huainan 232038,
P.R.China)

Abstract: The surge of Artificial Intelligence Generated Content (AIGC) is profoundly shaking the
ontological foundations of traditional cultural production, with its disruptive challenges targeting two
core concepts: aura and authorship. Drawing on critical theoretical lineage extending from the
Frankfurt School to post-structuralist thought, this paper analyzes the profound rupture and
reconstruction of cultural value systems induced by this technological transformation. The study first
examines the question of aura in Benjamin’s sense. Through its simulacrum logic, AIGC further
accelerates the process of aura decay, which began in the age of mechanical reproduction, generating
data simulacra completely severed from any authentic presence in the here and now. Paradoxically,
however, a new algorithmic aura emerges: the object of public veneration shifts from the artist’s life
imprint to the invisible, wonder-producing technological spectacle of the algorithm itself. In
essence, this marks a structural evolution in the foundation of cultural sanctity from authentic
presence to algorithmic presence. The paper then turns to the question of authorship. AIGC
technically realizes the post-structuralist thesis of the death of the author, dissolving the centrality of
the singular author into a distributed creative network composed of algorithms, data, and users.
Foucault’ s theory of the author-function demonstrates its explanatory power here, as legal practice
attempts to re-anchor the attribution of rights and responsibilities within this ambiguous human-
machine collaboration, while style, intent, and ethical accountability are reconfigured within this
network. The role of the author is irreversibly transforming from sacred creator to collaborator in
symbiosis with algorithms. Finally, this paper argues that the rupture of these two concepts points to
a more profound systemic reconstruction of the cultural value paradigm. Computational aesthetics is
rewriting traditional distinctions of taste, the myth of technological neutrality has completely
collapsed, and a new economic logic based on data surplus value is emerging. The core argument is
that the ontological basis of cultural production is irreversibly shifting from traditional authentic
presence to a new computational presence. Therefore, the value of a work no longer derives from its
uniqueness in the physical world, but from the technological event itself generated through the
synergy of algorithm, data, and computational power. Constructing new aesthetics, jurisprudence,
and ethics commensurate with this emerging cultural ontology is the urgent mission assigned to the
humanities in the intelligent age.

Keywords: AIGC; Cultural aura; Authorship; Originality; Value reassessment
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