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Deviation from Legal Practice and Norm: Based on the Empirical Test of Leniency

in Sentencing Deaf and Mute People

Hu Changming Zhao Zhongxun Ma Tiefeng
(Law Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100720, P. R. China;
School of Statistics, Southwestern University of Finance and Economics,
Chengdu 611130, P. R. China;
Sichuan Key Laboratory of Quantitative Evaluations and Information Engineering to Rule of Law,
Chengdu 611130, P. R. China)

Abstract: The law clearly stipulates that deaf-mutes can be given a lenient punishment for their
crimes, but whether this norm is strictly applicable in judicial practice is controversial. In this pa-
per, by means of the tendency score matching method of causal inference, an empirical study was
conducted on 1060 judgment documents to analyze the difference in sentencing between the experi-
mental group (the deaf-mutes) and the control group (able-bodied people) in terms of the circum-
stances of sentencing deal-mutes. The study found that after controlling the crime amount and the
influence of the circumstances of legal sentencing, the effect of the deaf from the punishment senten-
cing plot is not fully reflected in misdemeanor of ruling, and there is a certain degree of deviation be-
tween the legal practice and the legal norms. It is concluded that leniency for the deal mute is not
strictly applicable and leniency for the deaf mute which belongs to authorized norms, the judge sen-
tencing is the mind-set, deaf and mute people lack of protection of the rights and pretrial detention
time is long.

Keywords: Sentencing differences; Judicial practice; Crime conducted by the Deaf-mutes; Propensity

score matching
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