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Research on Dimension Design and Value Expression of Cultural Scene in

Industrial Heritage Tourism Destination

Chen Bo Chen Lihao
(National Institute of Cultural Development, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, P.R.China)

Abstract: With the deepening of modernization and rapid economic and social development, land
resource allocation has undergone tremendous changes. China’ s major cities are in the transition
period from “incremental planning” to “inventory planning”. The industrial heritage space in cities
has gradually evolved from a pure factor of production in the planned economy era to a public cultural
space, showing a strong cultural consumption value. The development of cultural tourism in
industrial heritage areas provides a new development idea for the spatial renewal and industrial
activation of industrial brownfields. From the perspective of the evolutionary mechanism, the
industrial heritage tourism destination has formed a logical framework with space production as the
endogenous driving force and scene value expression as the external representation. The endogenous
driving force of the spatial production of industrial heritage tourism destinations comes from the

combination, conflict, game, and balance of the value pursuit among the subjects of industrial

@ McConnell D., “Staged Authenticity: Arrangements of Social Space in Tourist Settings”, American Journal of Sociology,
1973, 79(3), pp.589-603.
@ W& E (U X S A A X R AT S 28D, (b B AR ) 2012 455 9 ).
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enterprises, urban governments, development enterprises, and the public, and it is also the carrier of
the interwoven projection of social relations and cultural resources. The interpretation framework
explains the realistic context of space practice for analyzing and designing the scene dimensions of
industrial heritage tourism destinations. Based on the analysis of the dynamic mechanism of spatial
renewal of industrial heritage tourism destinations, the logic of cultural scene of localization industrial
heritage tourism destinations is established, and 15 sub-dimensions are proposed under the three
dimensions of physical space, spiritual space and social space. In physical space, there are sub-
dimensions of authenticity, dailiness, traditionality, and openness. Under the spiritual space, there
are sub-dimensions of localization, cultural symbolism, aesthetics, nostalgia, and entertainments.
Under the social space, there are sub-dimensions of innovation atmosphere, egalitarianism, self-
expression, public service, knowledge dissemination, and economic appreciation. The results of the
empirical analysis, using Taoxichuan Cultural and Creative District as an example, show that
Taoxichuan Cultural and Creative District has the lowest score in the sub-dimension of dailiness and
higher scores in the dimensions of openness, aesthetics, entertainment, innovative atmosphere, self-
expression, and economic appreciation, with outstanding characteristics. The rich resources of
cultural and tourism industry of Taoxichuan Cultural and Creative District meet the diversified
consumption needs of the consumer, and the strong creative atmosphere nurtures the local creative
economy. At the same time, China’ s industrial heritage tourism destination represented by
Taoxichuan Cultural and Creative District is facing many practical challenges in the development
process. On the one hand, although the planners and builders consciously emphasize the preservation
and reproduction of the local characteristic landscape and industrial culture, in the actual construction
and operation process, the operating enterprises often introduce restaurants, cafes, fast food
restaurants, gyms, bars, and other high-intensity commercial activities in consideration of economic
interests, which eliminates the boundary between consumer space and cultural space. The
connotation of spiritual and cultural space of industrial heritage tourism destination is diluted by the
commercialized atmosphere, which weakens the identity value and historical value of industrial
heritage tourism destination, and meanwhile, there is a risk trend of gentrification. In the future, we
should improve the planning and construction level of the industrial heritage tourism destination and
enhance the scene value of the industrial heritage tourism destination from the aspects of developing
and utilizing historical resources, setting off an innovative expression atmosphere, encouraging the
participation of multiple subjects, and rebuilding the spirit of public space.

Keywords: Industrial heritage tourism destination; Integration of culture and tourism; Cultural

scene; Taoxichuan Cultural and Creative District
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