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The Embodiment of Construction of Family Civilization in Civil Code

Wang Lei
(Civil, Commercial and Economic Law School, China University of Political Science and Law,

Beijing 100088, P.R.China)

Abstract: The construction of family civilization has moved from policy discourse and moral
discourse and entered into the legislative language system of the Civil Code. The emphasis on the
construction of family civilization has become the basic value orientation of Marriage and Family Part
of the Civil Code. We need to clarify the specific meaning and legal principle of family civilization,
and make family civilization harmony with the basic principles (basic value orientation) of Marriage
and Family, Inheritance Part of the Civil Code. The concrete meaning of Family Civilization in the
new era includes equality, respect, loyalty, unity and so on, which are embodied by the legal rules
of marriage and family. The construction of family civilization is not against freedom, but to over-
come the defects of individualism in the identity community, so as to fully realize the free and all-
round development of each family member. By adding the emphasis on the construction of family
civilization as the basic value orientation of the Civil Code, the Civil Code demonstrates the basic po-
sition of treating ‘family’ and ‘coordinating the relationship between people and family’, and shows
the basic attitude of Chinese people towards the relationship between husband and wife and even the
relationship in marriage and family. Marriage and family is a warm harbor of ethical love with legal
significance, and it is also a community of family love and property where family members, especial-
ly husband and wife, share happiness and difficulties and focus on the overall coordination. It is a
closely-combined community with personal trust, which is equal and harmonious, sharing weal and
woe, having similar ideals and beliefs, respecting the old and loving the young.

Keywords: Construction of family civilization; Marriage and Family Part of the Civil Code; Identity

community; Family common interests
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