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An Exploration on the Functions, Social Basis and Future Development of Charity in China

Ge Zhongming Zhang Xi
(School of Philosophy and Social Development, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract; Charity is a serial of humanitarian actions which targets towards the deprived, needs broad
social mobilization, and devotes itself to social justice. It can be a useful supplementary tool to the
public welfare and social service organized by the state and must find a strong basis in the civil socie-
ty. As the third distribution mechanism proposed by many scholars in China, charity is believed a
process by which civic engagement is witnessed, social governance rather than management or ad-
ministration is promoted, and as a result, a bridge between the state and the civil society formed. A
flat, not pyramid-like social structure, is a necessary element for its flourishing, companied by a
generous state and a de-commodified charity industry. Given the conditions mentioned above, it can
be expected that the charity in China will be stronger in the future in terms of more social involve-
ment and have bigger size of donation with more resources and services to the disadvantaged. As the
charity business is believed to play a significant role in the eyes of many preeminent academic people
in China, the author argues that, it is correct there is high value attached to the charity business.,
but its significance cannot be over-estimated, especially when compared to the public goods.

Keywords: Charity; Orientation; Theoretical ground; Social basis; Future development
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