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Intergenerational Transmission Effect of Cultural Participation

—ZEvidence from the China Household Cultural Consumption Survey

Huang Jun Zheng Huizhong Tao Jiaqi 11 Yuexin
(School of Applied Economics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, P.R.China)

Abstract: The family, as the core vehicle for cultural transmission, is of undeniable importance. In
the context of China’s transition from traditional to modern family structures, does the family’s role
in cultural transmission persist? What is the extent of its influence, and through which channels does
it operate? To address these questions, this study utilizes data from the “2022 China Family
Cultural Consumption Survey” to investigate the effects and mechanisms of family cultural
transmission from a micro perspective, exploring pathways for passing down fine traditional Chinese
culture and enhancing social civility through the family unit. The study finds that: Cultural
participation can be transmitted across generations within families. Children of parents who engage in
cultural activities are 35. 8% more likely to participate in cultural activities themselves compared to
children of parents who do not. This process is facilitated by the accumulation of family cultural
capital and the influence of family members and friends working in cultural professions. The
intergenerational transmission effect of cultural participation is more pronounced when parents have
received higher education. Furthermore, cultural transmission promotes diversity and high-quality
cultural participation in the next generation. The process of cultural participation transmission
exhibits durability and spillover effects across multiple generations. The marginal contributions of
this paper are: Examining the extent of the impact of intergenerational transmission on cultural
participation. Revealing the family channels through which cultural participation is transmitted,
specifically through the accumulation of family cultural capital and the influence of family members
and friends in cultural professions. Further enriching discussions on the effects of parental education
levels, demonstrating that higher parental education enhances the intergenerational transmission of
cultural participation, including its diversity and quality. Validating the persistence and spillover
effects of cultural transmission across generations. Based on these findings, the study concludes that
a positive family environment is crucial for transmitting fine traditional Chinese culture and promoting
social civility. Culture expands the breadth and depth of family traditions, and the cultivation of
family education and values has beneficial spillover effects. When cultural heritage is passed down
through generations within families, it serves as a model, fostering a positive atmosphere in
neighborhoods and communities. This, in turn, impacts other families and advances the transmission
and practice of civic morality and core values across society. Consequently, the government should
recognize the social significance and contemporary value of cultural transmission at the family level,
encouraging and promoting family cultural and civic development.

Keywords: Family as vehicle; Cultural participation; Intergenerational transmission; Family structure;

Fine traditional Chinese culture
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