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RCEP and China’s Promotion of Foreign Cultural Trade Competitiveness

Hua Jian Tian Ye
(Literature Institute, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200235, P.R.China;
School of Media & Communication, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 201100, P.R.China)

Abstract: The signing and implementing of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (RCEP) has established a free trade zone with the largest participation population, the most
diverse membership structure and the greatest development potential in the world. China’s imports
and exports of cultural products to RCEP countries account for about a quarter of those to the world.
Joining RCEP is of great significance for China to enhance foreign cultural trade. On the whole, Chi-
na is at the middle end of the global cultural trade value chain. Hence, in order to improve the ad-
vantages of foreign cultural trade, it is necessary to scientifically grasp the present situation of
China’s cultural trade with RCEP countries according to the characteristics of different member
countries. The major points of inprvement include strengthening R&.D investment to cultivate high-
end elements of China’s foreign cultural trade, adapting to the trend of international cultural trade to
combine onshore innovation with offshore innovation, and fully utilizing preferential tariffs and rules
of origin cumulation to expand foreign cultural investment, and developing the digital culture to cre-
ate a new platform for promoting international cultural trade.

Keywords: RCEP; CPTPP; Chinese foreign culture trade; Competitiveness of trade
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