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The Construction Logic, Content System, and Implementation Pathways of an

Independent Knowledge System for National Defense Education for All the People

Gu Hui' Wang Xuan®
(1. Institute of National Defense Education and Mobilization, Nanjing University of Science and
Technology, Nanjing 210094, P. R. China;
2. Department of Marxist Theory Teaching and Research, Zijin College, Nanjing University of
Science and Technology, Nanjing 210023, P. R. China)

Abstract: Constructing an independent knowledge system for national defense education for all the
people is an urgent necessity. It responds to the contemporary imperative of developing philosophy
and social sciences with Chinese characteristics and addresses the long-standing predicament in which
national defense education has been “rich in practice but poor in theory.” It also constitutes the core
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support for advancing national defense education for all the people in the new era toward greater
scientific rigor, systematization, and high-quality development. China possesses a long and rich
tradition of national defense education—{rom the vigilance and adversity-consciousness of the pre-
Qin period, through the struggle for national salvation in modern times, to the practice of all-people
national defense under the leadership of the Communist Party of China (CPC)—and has accumulated
abundant historical experience and institutional achievements. Yet theoretical development has
lagged markedly behind both institutional evolution and practical exploration. At present, national
defense education remains fragmented in content, superficial in method, and formulaic in evaluation.
The fundamental cause lies in the absence of any systematic account of the inherent laws governing
national defense education and the consequent failure to form an independent knowledge system with
genuine explanatory and guiding power.

To this end, this paper takes “the cultivation of national defense literacy” as its central thread
and “what kind of people we should cultivate, how to cultivate them, and for whom” as its
fundamental guideline. Drawing on and integrating Marxist military theory, Xi Jinping Thought on
Strengthening the Military, the holistic approach to national security, and theoretical resources {rom
education, military science, political science, sociology, and psychology, it constructs a hierarchical
theoretical framework composed of a value-and-goal tier and a practical-operation tier. The value-
and-goal tier addresses the directional and foundational questions of national defense education. It
comprises the “theory of all citizens as the subject of national defense education,” which elucidates
the people-centered essence of national defense education, and the “four-in-one theory of the
national defense spirit,” which reveals its fundamental value orientation. The practical-operation tier
addresses the educational process and its implementation pathways. It includes the “theory of the

»

composition of national defense literacy, ” which reveals the structure of educational content; the
“theory of integrated and vertically connected development of national defense education, ” which
reveals the laws governing the articulation of educational stages; the “theory of multi-actor synergy
in national defense education,” which reveals the mechanisms of collaboration among diverse actors;
the “theory of peacetime-wartime integrated national defense education, ” which reveals modes of
implementation; and the “theory of inheritance and innovation in national defense culture” together

»

with the “theory of digital national defense education, ” which respectively endow the system with
historical depth and forward-looking contemporary vision. These eight middle-range theories are
mutually connected and progressively layered, together forming a logically coherent and clearly
structured organic whole.

The systematic construction and continued refinement of this theoretical system depend on the
coordinated advancement of multiple dimensions—discipline building, talent cultivation, platform
development, and the translation of research outcomes into practice. This entails establishing the
institutional foundation of knowledge production through disciplinary institutionalization; forging
specialized research and practitioner workforce through integrated, end-to-end talent cultivation;
building supporting carriers for theoretical mmnovation through multi-tiered research platforms; and
demonstrating the practical value of theory through diversified pathways of curricularization, tool
development, and socialization. Together, these efforts foster a virtuous cycle between theoretical
research and practical application, providing solid theoretical support and a guide to action for the
high-quality development of national defense education for all the people in the new era.

Keywords: National defense education for all the people; Independent knowledge system; National
defense literacy; Middle-range theory
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