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New Characteristics of the International Role of the Nordic Countries and Its Influence on China

—An Analysis Based on a Reconstructive Theory of the International Role of Small States

Xia Liping Xie Xi
(School of Political Science & International Relations, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, P.R.China;
Liberal Arts College, Shanghai Maritime University, Shanghai 201306, P.R.China)

Abstract: Since the world has entered an era with peace and development as its theme, especially
since the end of the Cold War, the international role of small states has been growing and the theory
of the international role of small states has been under reconstruction: Soft power can greatly in-
crease the international influence of small states; small states participate in global governance by
providing international public goods; small countries exert institutional power and structural power
in international affairs. The development of information technology and artificial intelligence has fur-
ther enhanced the influence of small countries. There are great opportunities for the development of
relations between China and the Nordic countries. However, there are challenges to develop relations
between China and the Nordic countries. China should encourage the Nordic countries as founding
members of the AIIB to play a positive role at the AIIB, to take an active part in international coop-
eration under the Belt and Road Initiative and the Polar Silk Road, to promote connectivity between
Asia and Europe, and to strengthen cooperation on all fronts in the Arctic. The goal of the future de-
velopment of the partnership between China and the Nordic countries is to construct China-Nordic
community of shared future.
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