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The “Active Principle” of Marx’s Philosophy and Its Historical Implications

He Zhonghua
(School of Philosophy &. Social Development, Shandong University, Ji'nan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract;: When Marx criticized the old materialism, idealism and their opposition, he established his
“active principle”which is based on the original position of practice. The subjectivity it embodies has
absoluteness. This absoluteness can be traced back to Hegel’s “substance is subject” and even to
Spinoza’s “substance” category. But on the basis of practice, Marx abandoned this idealism trap of
absoluteness,and understood it as the inherent nature of practical dialectics. As a dialectical logic, di-
alectics embodies the unity of thinking form and thinking content,which determines that it must be
rooted in human existence. Subject and subjectivity,represented as activity, established standing in
the sense of relativity in addition to absoluteness. This relativity is the expanded logical and
historical form of absolute. The historical implications of “active principle” lie in the active construc-
tion and its completion of human history by practice. To be specific,it is mainly manifested in the
becoming and dissolution of “exists for me relationship”,the opposition and sublation between activi-
ty and suffering,the productivity of labor expressed by capital,the historical dialectics of social revo-
lution, the self-deconstruction of capitalist mode of production, and so on. Therefore, the “active
principle” has become the historical principle, which provides the internal basis and reason for human
practice to create and construct human history.

Keywords: Marxist philosophy; Active principle; Practice; Dialectics; Subjectivity; Historical im-

plications
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