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Pioneers, Struggles and Inheritance in Flames of War: The Response of Shandong

University During the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression
Cui Huajie
(School of History, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P.R.China)

Abstract: The Chinese People’ s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression is a historical
moment that the Chinese nation cannot forget, and it is also a painful chapter in the development of
modern higher education in China. By taking the wartime response of Shandong University as a case
study, this paper demonstrates the indomitable national spirit and the educational struggle amidst the
flames of war. As one of the pioneering universities in modern China, Shandong University
unfortunately suffered from the ravages of war as early as the “Jinan Massacre” in 1928 and has been
greatly affected by the war ever since. In 1928, due to Japan’s strong occupation of Jinan, although
the nationalization process of Shandong University started early, it faced an objective environment
that could not be implemented, and the university was eventually forced to relocate to Qingdao to
continue its operation. After the September 18 Incident, the school promoted the spirit of patriotism
and carried out wartime education to highlight the social function of universities in serving the
country. Many professors pursued academic service to the country with a scientific spirit, some
students joined the Communist Party organizations and progressive societies, and many students
enlisted in the army to fight against Japan. In 1937, the “July 7th Incident” broke out, and Shandong
University was forced to relocate inland. After arriving in Wanxian, Sichuan in the spring of 1938, it
was temporarily suspended, solidifying the precious spirit of relocation. The teachers and students of
Shandong University who were scattered to various universities spread knowledge, inherited cultural
heritage, and accumulated strength for the future independence and prosperity of the country.

From the outbreak of the “Jinan Massacre” in 1928 to the victory of the Chinese People’s War
of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression in 1945, Shandong University wrote its 17-year memory
of the Chinese National Liberation Movement. In the magnificent journey of integrating into the
Chinese People’ s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and national rejuvenation,
Shandong University not only witnessed the bumpy and arduous road of the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression with its history of relocating to four provinces and running
schools in three places but also demonstrated the university’ s “patriotic sentiment” and “sense of
responsibility” to the world through ideological guidance and scientific research. This is not only a
vivid practice of Shandong University in embodying the great spirit of the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression but also an inexhaustible driving force for Shandong
University to forge ahead.

Keywords: Shandong University; The Chinese people’s war of resistance against Japanese

aggression; The whole-nation resistance war against Japanese aggression; University inland migration
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